
Rockaway Beach City Hall is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired or for 
other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at least 48 hours before the meeting to the City 
Recorder Melissa Thompson at cityrecorder@corb.us or 503-374-1752. 

City of Rockaway Beach 
Planning Commission Meeting Agenda   

 
Date:  
Time:      
Location: 

 Thursday, March 19, 2026 
 5:00 PM 
 Rockaway Beach City Hall, 276 Hwy 101 - Civic Facility    

  
Watch meeting here: rockawaybeachoregon.gov/meetings  
 
Join here to participate remotely on Zoom:   
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83718511004?pwd=s2odATa5kdIyIgOnvDJtSctIaSXqzG.1 
Meeting ID: 837 1851 1004 
Passcode: 730972 
Dial by your location    
253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)    
 
How to Provide Public Comment:  

• Written Comments may be submitted electronically by sending an email no later than 
48 hours prior to the meeting to CityHall@Corb.us 

• In Person – sign-up sheet and instructions will be located on the table outside of the 
meeting room. 

• Virtually on Zoom – use the “raise hand” feature when the Chair announces it is time to 
do so. 

 
   
  
1. CALL TO ORDER  

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. February 19, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

5. PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS - None Scheduled 

6. STAFF REPORTS 

 a. Planning Department Staff Report 
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Rockaway Beach City Hall is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired or for 
other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at least 48 hours before the meeting to the City 
Recorder Melissa Thompson at cityrecorder@corb.us or 503-374-1752. 

7. PUBLIC HEARING - None Scheduled 

8. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

9. OLD BUSINESS - None Scheduled 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

 a. Review of Small Community Grant Applications 

11. PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS & CONCERNS 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
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Rockaway Beach Planning Commission   Page 1 of 3 
Minutes – February 19, 2026 

 

City of Rockaway Beach 
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

 
Date:     
Location: 

 Thursday, February 19, 2026 
 Rockaway Beach City Hall, 276 Hwy 101 - Civic Facility   

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 President Hassell called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
  

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

3. ROLL CALL 

 Planning Commissioners 
Present: 

Bill Hassell, Penny Cole, Sandra Johnson, Stephanie Winchester, Nancy 
Lanyon, Jason Maxfield 

 Planning Commissioners 
Excused: 

 
Lydia Hess 

 Council Members Present: Charles McNeilly, Mary McGinnis 

 Staff Present: Luke Shepard, City Manager; Melissa Thompson, City Recorder; Abram 
Tapia, City Planner 
  

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

 a. January 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

 Motion by Penny Cole, seconded by Sandra Johnson, to approve the January 15, 2026 meeting minutes 
as presented. 

 Motion Passed by the following vote:  

 Yes: 6 (Bill Hassell, Penny Cole, Sandra Johnson, Stephanie Winchester, Nancy Lanyon, Jason Maxfield) 

 No: 0 (None) 
  

 

5. PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS - None Scheduled 
 

6. STAFF REPORTS 
 

 a. Planning Department Staff Report 

 
• Tapia summarized the written staff report.  

• Tapia reported he updated the Zoning Ordinance document to make it easier to navigate. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING - None Scheduled 
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Rockaway Beach Planning Commission   Page 2 of 3 
Minutes – February 19, 2026 

 

8. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

 
• No audience members wished to comment. 

 

9. OLD BUSINESS - None Scheduled 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 a. Discussion Regarding Comprehensive Plan Update 

 
• Tapia presented examples of the organization of other cities' Comprehensive Plans and a 

refresher on statewide planning goals.  

• Tapia provided suggested section titles and led discussion on prioritization of the Comprehensive 
Plan sections. 

• Discussion and suggestions included:  
o Suggestion to move the Public Facilities, Services, and Infrastructure section closer to 

Housing. 
o Discussion regarding community engagement, visioning or mission statement. Concerns 

expressed regarding cost, time, and scope. Strategic Plan process and resulting vision 
statement acknowledged.  

o Staff noted that current resources limit capacity to focus only on problem areas, 
reorganization, and one or two Planning Commission priorities. 

o Suggestion to develop policies or framework that focuses on livability and quality of life. 
o Suggestion to add the term Recreation within a section title. 
o Discussion regarding possibly combining Wetlands, etc. with Coast, Beaches and Dunes. 
o Staff will use input received to reorganize the current Comprehensive Plan using the 

proposed sections and framework, and bring it back to the Planning Commission for 
review and refinement.  

 

11. PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS & CONCERNS 

 
• Johnson complemented the new city website and the timestamps on meeting videos. 

• Lanyon announced there was an upcoming weekly emergency radio check-in. Lanyon expressed 
concerns about removal of trees on private property. Layon advocated for rental bikes, a parking 
garage, a worker shuttle between cities, and consideration of open space priorities. 

• Maxfield commented on road maintenance issues on Port of Tillamook Bay (POTB) property near 
the Wayside. Maxfield wondered about barriers to denser, multi-unit housing. 

• Winchester appreciated easy access to meeting documents on the new city website. Winchester 
commented on the success of the community engagement that was held for the Lake Lytle 
recreational area and recommended that approach for future projects. 

• McGinnis explained that the POTB owned the land that was experiencing road maintenance 
issues. 

• McNeilly explained that staff have made a proposal to POTB to lease additional space for parking 
along Hwy 101, and have also made inquiries with ODOT. McNeilly praised the work of the 
Planning Commissioners and thanked them for their service. 
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Rockaway Beach Planning Commission   Page 3 of 3 
Minutes – February 19, 2026 

 

• Hassell praised the new city website and encouraged referencing documents relevant to the 
Planning Commission online. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion by Sandra Johnson, seconded by Stephanie Winchester, to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

 Motion Passed by the following vote:  

 Yes: 6 (Bill Hassell, Penny Cole, Sandra Johnson, Stephanie Winchester, Nancy Lanyon, Jason Maxfield) 

 No: 0 (None) 
 

  

 MINUTES APPROVED THE 

19TH DAY OF MARCH 2026 

  
 
______________________________  
William Hassell, President 

ATTEST   

  
 
______________________________  
Melissa Thompson, City Recorder   
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City of Rockway Beach, Oregon 
276 S. Highway 101, PO Box 5 

Rockaway Beach, OR 97136 
(503) 374-1752 
www.corb.us  

 

 

Planning Department Monthly Report  Page 1 of 2 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Planning Commission 
FROM:  Abram Tapia, City Planner 
DATE:  March 19, 2026 
 
RE:   Planning Department Monthly Report 
 
LUBA 2025-001/2025-069: 

On October 23, 2025, the applicant, Nedonna Wave LLC, appealed the City Council decision, which 
reversed the Planning Commission's decision from July 18, 2024, regarding application #PUD-24-1, 
ultimately denying the Planned Unit Development (PUD) application. Staff and legal counsel prepared a 
brief in response to the petition for review prepared by the applicant on December 1, 2025. On February 
9, the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) issued it’s final opinion and sided with the City on the issue, 
on the grounds that the PUD application had expired. 

LUBA’s final opinions and orders can be appealed to the Oregon Court of Appeals (ORS 197.850), which 
can result in all or part of LUBA’s decision being invalidated. If the applicants sought to appeal this 
decision, the appeals would need to be filed in the Court of Appeals within 21 days after the date LUBA 
mailed its final opinion and order. The City has not received notice of any intent to appeal the case further. 
If the applicant move forward without appealing the case further, the City will require they submit a new 
PUD application and go through the PUD process anew. 

As a result of this case, the City accrued significant legal fees and the City’s legal team has requested 
LUBA award the City reasonable attorney fees. There is a legal precedent for LUBA to award reasonable 
attorney fees and expenses to the prevailing party against any other party who the board finds presented a 
position or filed any motion without probable cause to believe the position or motion was well-founded 
in law or on factually supported information. In this case, LUBA found that the petitioner did not identify 
any specific provision of the land use regulations with which the City's decision failed to comply. 

Project to Modernize the Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, and Subdivision Ordinance: 

The City of Rockaway Beach is teaming up with Cascadia Partners, a regional planning consulting firm, 
to update local regulations that impact residential development in Rockaway Beach to comply with State 
housing laws, address permitting and land use barriers to housing production, and facilitate housing 
production, affordability, and choice. Through this project, Staff will consider amendments to the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan, Comprehensive Plan Map, Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance, and Zoning 
Map, while involving the community through the process by holding three community engagement events. 
The planning commission will act as the project’s advisory committee. The City’s consulting team is ready 
to begin the project as soon as the contract with DLCD and Cascadia Partners is finalized. 
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Planning Department Monthly Report  Page 2 of 2  

SB 406: 

Tillamook County Department of Community Development, alongside multiple cities in the County, 
successfully applied for the Housing Planning Assistance Grant from DLCD. This funding was obtained 
to implement the second phase of SB406. The first phase of SB406 included the updated zoning 
regulations that incorporated Middle Housing types into the Zoning Ordinance. The second phase includes 
the adoption of Housing Productions Strategies and preparation of a new Housing Capacity Analysis.  

Tillamook County is in conversation with DLCD and 3J, the consulting firm assigned to this project, to 
finalize the scope of work. The Scope of Work discussion that was set to take place in February was re-
scheduled to March. 

Flood Hazard Overlay Zone Updates: 

On November 12, 2025, City Council directed staff to prepare updates to the Flood Hazard Overlay Zone 
code. The objective of these updates is to bring our code up to date and to be consistent with the Oregon 
Model Flood Hazard Ordinance (released October 2020), which was developed by the State of Oregon 
Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) in cooperation with FEMA to help 
communities achieve compliance with the minimum National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and state 
standards for floodplain management. 

The proposed amendments do not include any provisions to adopt the Pre-Implementation Compliance 
Measure (PICM) no net loss standards, as FEMA instructed Oregon cities and counties to adopt. 

Updates to rules on Statewide Land Use Planning Goal 5: 

Goal 5: Natural Resources, Scenic and Historic Areas, and Open Spaces, is a broad goal that covers more 
than a dozen resources that range from wildlife habitat to historic places, and gravel mines. To protect and 
plan for them, local governments are asked to create a number of inventories. 

On December 4, 2025, the Land Conservation and Development Commission (LCDC) adopted new rules 
to protect cultural areas, which include additional requirements for the City to implement Goal 5 (Oregon 
Administrative Rule (OAR) 660-023-0210). These changes were adopted as many cultural sites are 
delicate, once a cultural site or landscape is disturbed, its history and heritage can be lost forever. Many 
tribes in Oregon were left out of the first local comprehensive planning conversations due to being 
“terminated” by the 1953 and 1954 Western Oregon Indian and Klamath Tribal Termination Acts by 
Congress. The goal of the new Goal 5 rules is to support communication between tribes and local 
governments so that communities can better identify options for preserving cultural resources while 
planning for growth.  

The rules go into effect on January 1, 2027. The Planning Commission and City Council can expect future 
conversations on the local adoption process of these rules.  

Permit Review: 

In the month of February, the Planning Department approved four zoning permits concerning interior and 
exterior renovations in residential zones. 
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Rockaway Beach Small Community Grant 2026 
 
Other Materials Included 
 
Websites 

● Rockaway Writers Rendezvous, https://www.rbwriters.com/  
 
Social Media:  

● RWR, https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556117139270 
● NCAM Foundation, https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61562631316851 
● @rbwriters  Instagram 
● @ncamfoundation Instagram 

 
Supporting Links 

● RWR Anthology 2025 on Amazon, https://a.co/d/0e5L1mj4 
● RWR Anthology 2024 on Amazon, https://a.co/d/0gXKq3ES 
● RWR Program from 2025, https://www.rbwriters.com/2025-program  
● RWR Program thus far for 2026 (evolving), https://www.rbwriters.com/2026-program  

 
ATTACHMENTS 

● Budget Notes  
● Contest Announcement for youth and adults, RWR 2026 
● Contest Announcement for TBCC students, RWR 2026 
● Flyer for RWR 2026 
● Photo of Neah-Kah-Nie High School seniors scholarship winners in 2025 
● Event photographs from RWR 2025 
● Letters of support from local partners 

o Rockaway Beach Business Association 
o Tillamook Bay Community College 
o Tillamook County Libraries 

● PDF of Powerpoint presentation on RWR 2025 to Rockaway Beach City Council 2-11-26 
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Budget Notes 
NCAM Organizational Financial Context: 

NCAM’s overall nonprofit operating budget has grown steadily in the last three years, reflecting 
the expanding reach and demonstrated impact of its year-round programming throughout 
Tillamook County. In 2025, NCAM reported $51,726 in income and $60,881 in expenses. This 
temporary operating deficit was intentionally covered through a $16,746 net income carryover 
from 2024, generated by a successful year-end auction-dinner fundraiser. As a result of careful 
fiscal management and diversified revenue sources, NCAM concluded 2025 with a positive net 
balance of $7,590. This grant request focuses on just one of its arts and culture events. 

Total RWR 2026 budget estimate $22,000 

Requested RB Small Community Grant Funds: $4,999.99  

Other Income Sources  

• ~$2,000 projected ticket sales (100% allocated to NKN High School scholarships) 
• $1,355 RB/TCVA 2025 Marketing Grant for RWR regional advertising (50+ mile reach) 
• $2,500 Oregon Community Foundation 2025 Arts & Culture Rebuilding Grant (operating 

support, 2026 is second year of three-year renewable grant) 
• ~$1,500 raffle tickets sales and sponsorships from area businesses 

Pending grant funding applied for: 

• Tillamook Public Utility District Community Grant, $10,000 (unlikely to get all) 
• Tillamook Coast Visitors Association Tourism Sponsorship Grant, $1000 
• Oregon Community Foundation Community Grant (general operating costs), $20,000 

(unlikely to get all) 

In-Kind Contributions 

• Hundreds of volunteer hours in event management, photography, administration, and 
sound engineering, marketing ads (prior years’ value exceeds $10,000) 

• Raffle donations and business sponsorships 
• Discounted lodging rates from local hotels 

Community Partners 

• Rockaway Beach Business Association 
• Tillamook County Library 
• Tillamook Bay Community College 

Venue Partners 

• Rockaway Community Church, Rockaway Lions Club, and Tie Breaker Restaurant, 
Silver Sands Motel, and the Oregon Writers Colony. 
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 NCAM 2025 Rockaway Writers Rendezvous Scholarship Winners  

 
2025 NCAM Scholarship Winners Ashley Perez, Cleo Fraginal, and NCAM rep Emily Knight 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DKB11NPRLM8/  
 

These scholarships are awarded by the Neah-Kah-Nie Coast Arts, Music, and Cultural Foundation, known 
by its acronym, NCAM. One of the main focuses of NCAM is to raise money to support Neah-Kah-Nie 
High School students. NCAM hosts a writing festival, the Rockaway Writers Rendezvous, the summer 
Rockaway Beach Music Festival at the Wayside, and a winter auction-dinner to raise funds for 
scholarships and the school music technology program. We invite you to attend and enjoy our events as 
we support students. 
 
This year NCAM is pleased to announce that two outstanding students have each been awarded a $1,000 
scholarship. This scholarship may be used for any college expense. 
 
Both students won the NCAM scholarship for their high GPA, school and community involvement, and 
desire to work in a career that meets the mission and goals of NCAM. 
 
Ashley Perez - Ashley will be attending Linn-Benton Community College in Albany, Oregon majoring in 
Art Therapy. Ashley wrote in her scholarship essay that art therapy is a “way to feel and heal differently, 
and that art therapy is like taking what is in the inside of you and putting it on the outside”. 
 
Cleo Fraginal - Cleo will be attending Portland Community College and majoring in nursing. Cleo was 
born and raised in the Philippines until moving to Garibaldi in first grade. She later lived in the 
Philippines in 6th grade. She wrote in her scholarship essay that this taught her the importance of 
connecting her life to multiple cultures. She wrote, “Nurses need to have the ability to communicate with 
different cultural backgrounds”. 
 
NCAM wishes the best to both outstanding students in their college endeavors. 
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It is the policy of Tillamook Bay Community College and its Board that there will be no discrimination or harassment on the 
grounds of race, color, sex marital status, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age, disability, height/weight ratio, 
organizational affiliation, or political affiliation in any educational programs, activities, or employment.   

 
 
 
 
February 13, 2026 

To whom it may concern: 

I am pleased to write a letter of support for NCAM’s Grant Proposal to TPUD. This year the Rockaway 
Writer’s Rendezvous has specifically included Tillamook Bay Community College in the program, and the 
college has actively supported NCAM by marketing the program to our student body and faculty. Any 
project or program that encourages students to use their education creatively we will always be on 
board for.  

On a personal note, I will add that as a Rockaway Beach resident, I have watched the Writers 
Rendezvous grow from a small event in a coffee shop to a citywide (and now countywide) well run and 
well received annual event. Many in the county and elsewhere look forward to the event each year.  

I strongly encourage the TPUD grant committee to approve the proposal from NCAM to help defray the 
significant costs incurred to bring this cultural gem to our community.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael Weissenfluh 
Vice President Student Learning and Academic Affairs 
503-842-8222 X1030 
michaelweissenfluh@tillamookaycc.edu 
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	1. CALL TO ORDER 
	2. ROLL CALL
	3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
	4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	a. February 19, 2026 Meeting Minutes
	PC Meeting Minutes 2026-02-19 DRAFT (PDF)


	5. PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS   - None Scheduled
	6. STAFF REPORTS
	a. Planning Department Staff Report
	PC Staff Report - Planning Department 03-2026 (PDF)


	7. PUBLIC HEARING  - None Scheduled
	8. PUBLIC INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
	9. OLD BUSINESS - None Scheduled
	10. NEW BUSINESS
	a. Review of Small Community Grant Applications
	Sm Comm Grant App FY 25-26 Birdies Bay Golf (PDF)
	Sm Comm Grant App FY 25-26 Go Rockaway (PDF)
	Sm Comm Grant App FY 25-26 Meals for Seniors (PDF)
	Sm Comm Grant App FY 25-26 NCAM (PDF)
	Sm Comm Grant App FY 25-26 TCDD Program (PDF)


	11. PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS & CONCERNS
	12. ADJOURNMENT

	Text1: Neah-kah-nie Coast Arts Music & Cultural Foundation
	Text2: Kristin Koptiuch
	Text14: RWR welcomes writers of all ages, skill levels, and lived experiences. Participation spans students in grades 7-12, community college students, retirees, working professionals, and visiting creatives. The event actively fosters a culture of respect, encouragement, and open expression.

In a rural coastal region navigating economic shifts, housing pressures, and demographic change, the arts provide common ground. RWR serves as a civic gathering space where differing perspectives can coexist through storytelling. Diversity in this context includes traditional DEI factors but also age, class, education level, employment background, and length of residency—factors that shape life in small, predominantly white, rural communities.

NCAM collaborates closely with community partners like the Rockaway Beach Business Association to ensure the festival strengthens both cultural life and economic vitality. For this 4th annual RWR, NCAM welcomes new cross-county partnerships with the Tillamook County Library and Tillamook County Community College, which will assist in contest administration, anthology assembly, and will expand collegiate pathways for emerging writers. This year too, the Oregon Writers Colony has offered to house some RWR workshop presenters in Colonyhouse, their historic Steiner cabin oceanfront retreat located in Rockaway.

Local businesses contribute sponsorship, discounted lodging, in-kind support, and volunteer participation, reinforcing a shared investment in Rockaway’s creative future.

	Text15: RWR contributes directly to local charitable impact by generating scholarship funds through ticket sales for Neah-Kah-Nie High School seniors pursuing arts-related education. Scholarship awards have grown each year, reflecting increasing community support and participation (in 2025 NCAM awarded two seniors of $1000 each).

The festival also depends on dedicated volunteers—including students gaining leadership experience, local business owners, retirees, and arts advocates—who collectively plan, host, and promote the event. Their contributions reflect a strong culture of civic engagement in Rockaway Beach. 

By partnering with schools, local organizations, and fellow nonprofits, RWR strengthens a collaborative cultural ecosystem that benefits the entire region.

	Text16: NCAM is committed to reducing barriers to participation. While certain RWR events are ticketed to sustain the program and fund scholarships, youth may attend for free and complimentary tickets are distributed through community partners to ensure access regardless of income.

Youth participation remains central to RWR’s equity goals. Students are invited to submit work, attend workshops, perform publicly, and publish alongside adults—an empowering intergenerational model that validates young voices and expands opportunity. Now that the NCAM-funded (including through Rockaway’s Large Grant award) state-of-the-art recording studio WhisperRoom is completed at Neah-Kah-Nie High School, we’re hoping that students will be inspired to submit song lyrics to RWR contests and perform music at the RWR open mics.


By intentionally broadening access, elevating diverse stories, and sustaining affordable arts programming, RWR helps ensure that creative opportunity in Rockaway Beach is not limited by economic circumstance.

	Text17: 4,999.99
	Text18: RB/TCVA 2025 Marketing Grant for RWR regional ads (50+ mi away)
	Text19: Projected RWR ticket sales (@$25; 100% for to NKN HS scholarships)
	Text20: In-kind value: Photography, video, website, event mgmnt, ads in Pioneer News
	Text21: 1,355
	Text22: 2,000
	Text23: 3,000.01
	Text24: 11,355
	Text39: 1,850
	Text40:    100
	Text41:    850
	Text42:    300
	Text43:    149.99
	Text44:    550
	Text45:    900
	Text46:    300
	Text47: 
	Text48: 6,355.01
	Text49: 
	Text50: 
	Text51: 11,355
	Text52: Venue Rental: Rockaway Community Church, 2 days 
	Text60: Venue Rental: Lions Club, Rockaway, awards breakfast
	Text61: Cash Awards for student contest winners 
	Text62: Sound Tech required for Rockaway Community Church multimedia system
	Text63: Printing: posters and schedules 
	Text64: Advertising 50+ miles away (e.g. Willamette Week, KBOO)
	Text65: Social media marketing and management, ETC Writing $300 x 3 mo
	Text66: Food for snacks and awards ceremony breakfast 
	Text67: 
	Text68: Expenses in Other Income above (regional ads, scholarships, services)
above
	Text69: 
	Text70: 
	Date2_af_date: March 3, 2026
	Text3: NCAM Volunteer Grant Writer
	Text4: 602-463-4742
	Text5: koptiuch@asu.edu
	Text6: 501(c)3 nonprofit
	Text7: 113 S Miller St, Rockaway Beach, OR 97136
	Text8: PO Box 332, Rockaway Beach, OR 97136
	Text9: Fostering Rockaway’s Creative Momentum: Supporting RWR 2026 
	Text10: $4,999.99
	Text11: $11,355
	Text12: The Neah-Kah-Nie Coast Arts Music & Cultural Foundation (NCAM) respectfully requests $4,999.99 from the City of Rockaway Beach Small Community Grant to support the 4th Annual Rockaway Writers Rendezvous (RWR), April 24–26, 2026. Now entering its fourth year, RWR has become a signature spring cultural event that strengthens Rockaway Beach’s identity as a vibrant, year-round creative hub while driving meaningful shoulder-season economic activity.

RWR is a three-day writing festival featuring writing workshops, youth and adult contests, open-mic showcases, a keynote address, community readings, and an awards celebration. What began as a small literary gathering is evolving into a regional event attracting participants from across Tillamook County and the Pacific Northwest. The festival culminates in the publication of the RWR Anthology, a professionally produced collection of selected poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and songwriting from both student and adult writers. The anthology preserves local voices while promoting Rockaway Beach as a place where creativity thrives.

As an all-volunteer nonprofit, NCAM expands access to arts education and cultural programming while raising scholarship funds for Neah-kah-nie high school students pursuing the arts. RWR plays a central role in this mission, offering intergenerational creative exchange and meaningful public platforms for emerging writers.

Events are hosted across multiple Rockaway Beach venues, intentionally encouraging participants to explore local lodging, restaurants, shops, and public spaces. By anchoring the festival in April—before the summer tourism season—RWR supports local businesses during a traditionally slower economic period and reinforces Rockaway Beach’s appeal as a cultural destination beyond peak months.

The 2026 grant investment will support venue costs, production expenses, youth engagement, and event promotion. With continued City partnership, RWR will build on its growing reputation and deepen its community impact.

	Text13: RWR strengthens community well-being by fostering creativity, connection, and engagement. Writing and visual arts are proven tools for reflection, emotional processing, and cognitive development. Through hands-on workshops and shared storytelling experiences, participants gain confidence, develop communication skills, and cultivate resilience.

Equally important, RWR combats social isolation by bringing residents and visitors together in welcoming, collaborative spaces. In small rural communities—particularly during the quieter winter and early spring months—intentional gathering opportunities are essential to mental and emotional health. RWR creates structured yet joyful spaces for dialogue, performance, and shared celebration.

The festival also encourages participants to explore Rockaway Beach’s natural environment. Attendees frequently incorporate beach walks and outdoor reflection into their creative process, reinforcing the well-documented connection between time in nature, stress reduction, and overall well-being.

	Text71: Kristin Koptiuch
	Text72: NCAM Volunteer Grant Writer
	Text73: 
	Text74: 
	Text75: 
	Text76: 
	Text77: 
	Text78: 
	Text79: 
	Text80: 


